THE INESCAPABLE QUESTION

PRAYER
Scripture:  Matt. 16:13-16
Throughout our lives and even into eternity there is a question that must be answered by every human being that has ever been born into this world.  It is a question that if you don’t choose to answer it now – you WILL answer it when you stand before God on the Day of Judgment.  And that question will be asked concerning Jesus – “who do YOU say that I am?  Who do you say that Jesus is?
This is the only question that God will use on the Day of Judgment in order to separate the believers from unbelievers.  The question will be “when you walked on this earth – who did you say that Jesus was?  Or another way of putting it may be – ‘what did you do with my Son Jesus?’  That is going to be the only thing of importance of judgment day.  It is not going to be important whether you were male or female, Black, Asian, etc.  It is not going to matter whether you were Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, etc.  The only thing that is going to matter is ‘who did you say that Jesus was and what did you do with Jesus?  Did you make Him your Lord and Savior?  Did you live in obedience to His Word?  Did you love and serve Him?
These two questions are interrelated.  So let’s go back to the original question.  (re-tell story in Scripture)   (Comments – H.S.)  Ultimately the answer to that question is that Jesus is THE Christ.  The word Christ means the ‘anointed’ one.  Notice Scripture does not say that Jesus is ‘a’ Christ (one of many) but it says that Jesus is THE Christ – the One and only Messiah, the One and only deliverer and Savior of humankind.  But in my opinion – I don’t think we truly understand what Jesus being the Christ – His being the ‘anointed’ One of God is all about.   So, in order to get a thorough understanding of who Jesus is and what His being the Christ means to and FOR us – what benefits we can derive from knowing that Jesus is the Anointed One of God – we need to gain some insight about this from the things that Jesus said about Himself.
The first thing that we are going to examine to understand Jesus being the Christ, Jesus being the Anointed One of God is to look at John 8:12 and see what He has to say.   
· Turn to John 8:12 – “Then spake Jesus again unto them saying, “I Am the light of the world:  he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  Jesus is saying, ‘if you want to know who I am and what I am all about; if you want to get a more thorough understanding of what my being the Christ is all about, then you need to know that “I am the light of the world.”
Now in my way of thinking that is a strange way to describe oneself.  So the question is –
why would Jesus refer to himself as light and what does light do?  In this particular text Jesus is at the great Feast of Tabernacles.  At the beginning of this feast a special ceremony took place.  It was called “The illumination of the Temple” and was held in the Court of Women.  The center of the Court was surrounded by large sections of stadium-like seats.  In the open space of the Court sat four huge candelabra.  When darkness fell the candelabra were lit, and the elders danced and led the people in singing psalms before the Lord all night.
The brilliance and glow from the burning flames of the huge candelabra were said to be so bright that the light could be seen throughout the whole city.  It was against this background that Jesus cried out, “I am the Light of the world.”  (comments – H.S. Dancing under the artificial light of these candles.  Light that would illuminate the city.  Now Jesus is saying – now you need to dance and praise God in the Light that will not only illuminate a city – but the entire world.  I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!!!)  Hallelujah!
What is it about light that God would use it as a descriptive term to describe Himself.  I looked ‘light’ up on the net and then I looked it up in an old encyclopedia and I liked the definition that it gave because I could compare it with Jesus:  “Light is emitted from a source in straight lines and spread out over a larger and larger area as it travels…when light strikes an object with a rough surface, it is either absorbed or scattered in all directions.
Now lets compare this to our LORD for a moment:
· Light is emitted from a source in straight lines:  Christ came straight from THE source – Almighty God Himself.
· When light strikes an object with a rough surface, it is either absorbed or scattered in all directions.  To me that is a perfect analogy of when the light of 
God’s Word strikes some people’s lives.  They are all rough on the inside and out.  Circumstances of life have left them scarred and sin-stained.  They feel as though there is no hope and no chance of anything positive happening in their life.   Now remember the definition of light – where it says that when light strikes a rough surface it will either scatter in all directions or it will be absorbed by the rough surface.  That is a perfect analogy of why Jesus would refer to Himself as THE ‘Light.’   Because when the “Light” of His life is preached on Sunday morning.  And it strikes the roughness of sin that was and is in all of our lives – for some people the “Word” just bounces off of them and is scattered in a million directions.   But on other it is “absorbed” and becomes a part of them, cleansing and making them every ‘wit’ whole!  That’s why Jesus said “I am the light of the world – He who walks in me shall not walk in darkness.  But shall walk in the light of my Word!  Hallelujah!
What else does Jesus being the “Light of the world mean to you and to me?  Turn to:  
Micah 7:8  “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy, when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.    It is such a blessing having Jesus as the “light” of our life.  Notice what this verse says:  Don’t rejoice when you see me fall.  Don’t rejoice and say “I knew there was nothing to them – that being a Christian was a lot of talk for them.  I knew that if the pressure was applied that they would just resort back to their old life style.  Don’t laugh and rejoice when you see me fall – because even if I fall that is not the final word in my life.  Because Jesus is the final word in my life – because He is the light of my life.  And even though I fall – I will arise again.  I will find my way out of the darkness of despair.  I will find my 
way out of the darkness of sin because my Jesus will light the way for me!  Hallelujah!
Remember  Psalms 27:1  “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid.”  (comments – H. S,)  

Because Jesus is the light He can show us the way to living a meaning and purposeful life.  So many people are living lives that are dark and meaningless.  They may be living in the darkness of despair, the darkness of loneliness, the darkness of abuse, etc.  And Jesus is trying to show us this morning that His light will show you the way of escape from these things.
To give you an idea of what I am talking about turn to  I Cor. 10:13  “There hath no temptation (trial) taken you but such as is common to man:  but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted (tried) above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”    (comments – H.S.)  Jesus will light your path in life.  He will show you the way you should go in life.  So that your life will be fuller and more meaning.  He will reveal to you the many pitfalls in life – or situations that you may get involved in that could hurt and destroy you!
When Jesus said that He was the light of the world – not only was He saying that thru Him the sinfulness of sin would be fully revealed!!!  Through Him the sinfulness of our lives would be open before Him, and the remedy for our sin would be provided in Him and through Him alone.   But not only does Jesus refer to Himself as light because of all these reasons – but Jesus refers to Himself as light because light has the power to put the enemy to flight.
You say, Pastor, what do you mean?  Have you ever gone into a room and switch on the light – and those creepy crawlers – roaches/waterbugs - scattered in every direction when the light shine on them?  Well, this is the way that I see Satan and His demons, like dirty filthy roaches.  And when we shine the light of who Jesus is on them – they scatter.  (comments – H.S.)
How do I know that Jesus is more powerful than the devil and not only will defeat him at the end of the age but Jesus has already defeated him.  Turn to 2 Thess. 2:8  And then shall that Wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord shall comsume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness (light) of his coming.”  (comments – H.S.)  Christ is a weapon that can be used against Satan and his cohorts.  Because of that we have the power within us – when we have the light of God’s Word in us to live victorious in every area of our lives.   Hallelujah!!!

This morning Jesus is asking you the same question that He asked His disciples so many years ago…”Who do you say that I am…”   You can answer that question now or you can wait until you stand before the judgment seat of Christ – the choice is yours!
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