COVENANT – MOSES

PRAYER

Scripture:  Exodus 19:1-8

We are a ‘Blood Covenant’ people and we serve a Covenant Keeping God.  As such, we are to continue seeking to understand what that means in our lives.  Therefore, this morning we are going to look at our third covenant in this series.  Remember as we study this series on covenants, we are looking for three things:  we are looking to see if the covenants are still beneficial for us today; if they are still binding to us and if we can find Jesus in the midst of these covenants.  Thus far we have looked at the covenant that God made with Noah and in it we saw the continuation of the Covenant of the promised Seed (which we know is our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ).  We also saw the second part of God’s covenant with Noah that He would never again destroy the earth with a flood.  Then God placed the rainbow in the sky as a token to remind us of this covenant.  Last week we look at the covenant that God made with Abraham.  Whereby, He passed on to Abram the covenant of the Promised Seed and this time God added to that covenant the Promised Land.  This morning, we are going to talk about the Mosaic Covenant.  The covenant that God made with Moses and with the people of Israel.  This covenant is also called the Law of God.  All of us have heard of ‘the law.’  And many times we have expressed praise that we are under grace and not under the law. The Law of God has as its basis the Ten Commandment:
· Thou shall have no other gods before me.

· Thou shall not make for yourself any graven image.

· Thou shall not take the Name of the LORD your God in vain.

· Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

· Honor your father and your mother.

· Thou shall not kill.

· Thou shall not commit adultery.

· Thou shall not steal.

· Thou shall not bear false witness against they neighbor.

· Thou shall not covet thou neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet they neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is they neighbor.
It would be impossible to teach you concerning this covenant, this law of God in our time together this morning.  So, what we are going to do is to look at the requirements that God made of the people in order to live in covenant with Him.  And then we are going to look at whether these requirements still apply to us today as a Blood Covenant People.
As our Scripture text opens the Israelites are at the base of Mt. Sinai.  It has been three months since God had miraculously delivered them from Egypt.  It had only been three months since God delivered His people out of four hundred years of slavery in Egypt.  In their minds eye, the Promised Land was only a few more days away.  Once they arrived, they believed that they could get on with their lives.  But there was much to be done in the hearts and minds of these people BEFORE they could possess the Promised Land.  In the words of Norman Geisler:  “Duty follows deliverance.  Complete redemption involved more than getting Israel out of Egypt.  It also involved getting ‘Egypt’ (i.e., the world) out of them.”  How was God going to get “Egypt” (the spirit of the world) out of His people?  (That question is still so relevant for us today.)
In order for God to do this, two things were necessary.  First God had to establish His covenant with them, He had to give them His law.  He had to describe to them how they were to live; tell them what to do and what not to do; spell out exactly how life was meant to be live.  Secondly, God had to give them His very own presence—a special manifestation—to help them obey His commandments, to guide them as they journeyed throughout life to the promised land of God.  Therefore, God issued a call to His people, a call to enter a covenant with Him.  Remember a covenant made with God or in the presence of God is a binding agreement made out of a heart of love and commitment that not even death could nullify.  When God issues this call for Moses and the people to enter into covenant with Him, He shows very plainly that He is issue a call for total commitment.  And I’ll show you how I know that in a moment.  But what you need to know right now is that this is the same call that God is making to us today.  We often recite and even sing 2 Tim. 1:12 “I know whom I have believeth and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have COMMITTED unto Him against that day.”    I love to sing that Scripture.  But even more that singing it, God wants us to live it.   As a Blood Covenant people, God wants us to live a life of total commitment to Him.
In order to show you that that is what God was calling Moses and the people of Israel to do and to show you that is what God is still calling us to do today;  we will look at this chapter in depth.  And we will see what God required from the Israelite people and from us to enter into this covenant with Him.  What is the first thing that God tells these people that they must do.  Look at Vs. 4-9  “ ‘You yourselves have see what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you obey me fully and keep my COVENANT, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’  These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.  So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the Lord had commanded him to speak.  The people all responded together, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said,’  So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.”   (comments – H.S.)
· The first thing that God demanded of these people was OBEDIENCE.  This covenant of the law was conditional.  If they kept the covenant, they would be greatly blessed; if they broke the covenant they would be condemned.  God made three great promises to His people if they obeyed His Covenant, His laws:
· They would be his treasured possession.  The Hebrew means select, choice, prized, precious, something held dear.  (comments – H.S.)

· They would be a kingdom of priests (both kings and priest).  The obedient person would march as a king into the promised land, defeating his enemies as he went.  The obedient person would stand as a priest before God; therefore, when he needs help, he has open access, and open door into God’s presence.  He cries to God for help and God helps him.  As a priest, the obedient person is God’s witness, His missionary to the unbelievers of the world.

· They would be a ‘holy nation’ of people.  The word ‘holy’ means to be  separate, different, righteous within and without, totally committed to God and His mission upon the earth.

Even though we are not under the law, but under grace God still requires from us what He required from the people of Israel.  He requires obedience!  Jesus tells us in Luke 11:28 “…Blessed…are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.”  (comments – H.S.)  When we are totally committed and live a life of obedience we can appreciate God’s covenant promise of being God’s treasured possession.  We will also be a kingdom of kings and priest.  How do we know this?  I Peter 2:9  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  (comments – H.S.)
· The second thing that God demand of these people was SANCTIFICATION. 
Vs. 10  “And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.  Have them wash their clothes.”  The word “sanctification” means to be consecrated, totally given over to God; to be separated from the pollutions of the world and committed to God and His service.    Notice how the people were to sanctify and consecrate themselves:  They were to wash their clothes.  In my way of thinking, this means that the people were to cleanse the outside and believe God to cleanse the inside.  In order to live in covenant with God, we must be ‘holy AND sanctified.’  Sanctified means to be set-apart for God’s use.  (comments – H.S.)
· The third thing that God demanded of these people to live under covenant with Him is based on vs 11-16  “ ‘And be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them.  Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it.  Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death.  He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him.  Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.’  Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.

After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes.  Then he said to the people, ‘Prepare yourselves for the third day.  Abstain from sexual relations.  On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled.”
What is the third thing that God is demanding of these people to be in covenant with Him?  He is demanding reverence, respect and fear in His holy presence.

God is demanding that the people be prepared to meet Him.  They were to be prepared by cleansing themselves.  God demanded that His holy presence be acknowledged and respected.  How?  Boundaries were to be set around the mountain, and the people were not to cross the boundaries.  The boundary pictured the great gulf that separates God and man.  Any person who crossed the boundary—any person who violated and did not reverence and fear God’s holy presence—was to be executed, put to death.  God demanded that the people focus totally upon Him.  Notice how He secured their full attention:  they had to abstain from sexual relations during the three days of preparation for God’s descent from the mountain.  (comments – H.S.)    Do you claim to be in covenant with God?  Do you show Him the reverence, respect and holy fear as you enter into His presence?  (comments – H.S.)
The four thing that God is demanding of these people is that ‘they call only approach Him through His appointed mediator. 
· Look at verses 20-25:  “The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses went up and the LORD said to him, ‘God down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish.  Even the priest, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them.  Moses said to the LORD, ‘The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’  The LORD replied, ‘Go down and bring Aaron up with you.  But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against them.’  So Moses went down to the people and told them.”
The point to this whole section is that the people could not approach God without a mediator!  At first it was only Moses who was allowed to come into God’s presence.  Not even the priests could approach God without a mediator.  Notice that God told Moses to bring Aaron up to the mountain with him.  Why?  God was soon to set Aaron and his tribe apart as the priests of Israel.  Calling him up to the mountain with Moses would set him apart in the eyes of the people.

How does this principle apply to us as a blood covenant people.  God still calls every one to approach Him through His appointed Mediator.  For Israel, that mediator was Moses.  For us, the mediator is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God Himself.  Jesus tells us in His word John 14:6  “I am the way the truth and the life, no man comes unto the Father but through me.”  Since the coming of the promised seed—the Savior and Messiah of the world, the Son of God Himself—no person can approach God except through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ!!!

The Mosaic Covenant, the Law of God is based on the Ten Commandments.  When God called Moses and the people of Israel into covenant with Him, He demanded total commitment.  As a Blood Covenant people who serve a Covenant Keeping God, He demands a life of total commitment from us as well!
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