THE GOOD SHEPHERD 9-21-07
PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 116:13-16 & John 10:1-5, 7-11

This morning we continue in our series on the ‘inescapable question.’  A question that each person born into this world will have to answer at one time or another, ‘who do you say that I am.’  For additional insight into the answer to that question, let’s look at the very words of Jesus Himself that we just read.
Let me stop for a moment and identify some of the other players that Jesus mentions here and to also identify the setting.  In verse one the ‘sheepfold’ is where the sheep are kept – it is a place of security and in a sense it can be called the ‘home’ of the sheep.  The thief and the robber identified here can be referred to as false messiahs (false shepherds).  In verse 3 the ‘porter’ is an analogy of God the Father.  And of course, the shepherd in this illustration is none other than our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  But notice Jesus not only refers to Himself as the shepherd but He also refers to Himself as the door.
Jesus is, again, making a very succinct statement concerning what it means that He is the Messiah, that He is the Anointed One.  He is again making a very succinct statement as to show how one is to enter into the kingdom of God, into the kingdom of Heaven.  He says that if anyone comes trying to proclaim another way into the Kingdom of God (sheepfold) without coming through the door (Jesus) – that person is a thief and a robber.  (comments – H.S. – stealing people’s very soul.)  Jesus says that the only One whom the porter ( God) will listen to and thereby allow the sheep access into the sheepfold is the shepherd of the sheep (Jesus).
Now these verses are so pregnant with meaning that I can’t possibly cover it all in a sermon.  So what I am going to do is to point out some distinct points – enough for you to be able to digest and take home and eat on for the rest of the week.
The first thing that God would have us to think about is - since Jesus refers to Himself as the good shepherd – what is the duty of a shepherd?  And how can these things apply to each of us.  The first duty of a shepherd is to:

· know his sheep.  It has been said (in the natural) that a good shepherd knows each of the sheep individually.  I read that no matter how large the flock – if you put a blindfold on the shepherd and brought each sheep to the shepherd.  He could take his hand and rub it over the face of the sheep and he could identify it by name.
This is a perfect example of our Savior God.  Turn to Isaiah 43:1  “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob (put your name here) and he that formed thee, O Israel (your name), Fear not:  for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by name; thou art mine!!!”  (comments “redeemed thee, called them by name (Ps. 139), H.S.)  Sometime Satan tries to make us feel so small and insignificant in the scheme of things.  He tries to make us feel as if God is not concerned about anyone as unimportant as us.  But that is a lie of the devil – you are important to God – in each and every aspect of your life!!!  (comments – H.S.)
What else does a shepherd do?
· provide for the sheep’s daily nourishment.  Turn to Psalm 31:19  Oh, how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear, revere, and worship You, goodness which You have wrought for those who trust and take refuge in You before the sons of men!”  You know, when we talk about God providing our daily needs we normally think of the Lord’s Prayer ‘give us this day our daily bread.’  Or ‘my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.’  Or ‘if you delight in Him he will give you the desires of your heart.”

But in this Scripture text in Psalm 31, God promises us much more than that.  Notice what this verse says – “how great is your goodness, which you have stored up’…for us!  This says that God has a supply of His goodness stored up for each one of us.  To me that is mind boggling.  Just think about the goodness of the Lord.  Scripture says in Genesis 1 that everything that God created was good!  The earth and all that is in it is good.  And God says that goodness has been stored up just for each of us to receive.  (comments – H.S.)
But notice there is a ‘hook’ on that verse.  It says that his goodness is laid up, is stored up for those who fear, revere, and worship Him.  It is stored up for those of us who trust and take our refuge in him before the sons of men.’  That means those who will openly trust and take refuge in him, openly confessing Jesus as Lord in the presence of people who deny Him!  (comments – H.S.)
What else does a shepherd do for his sheep?  What else does Jesus being our Messiah, being the Anointed One of God, being the good shepherd mean to us?  A shepherd in the natural will:

· lead his sheep.  Oh, honey, doesn’t that just `send a thrill through your heart and your mind.  Prayerfully your mind immediately went to the 23rd Psalms.  This talks about the good shepherd and it says that He will ‘lead us in the path of righteousness for His Name sake!  Just as a natural shepherd leads his sheep, Jesus will also lead us!
Turn to Psalms. 37:23-26  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD:  and he DELIGHETH in his way.  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down:  for the LORD upholdeth him, with his hand.  I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging for bread.  He is ever merciful, and lendeth, and his seed is blessed.”  Hallelujah!!!
Notice what this text says.  It says that not only as the good shepherd does Jesus lead us – but this verse says the He will order our steps. (comments – H.S.)  Why, because He DELIGHTS in us!  Wow!  Even if we fall into sin – God says we will not be utterly cast down because we won’t have to lay there and wallow in it.  Why?  Because Jesus holds us by his hand and will never let go!!!  (comments – young, old, not forsaken, etc.)
Scripture says that if we know Jesus as our Good Shepherd – living in the midst of his blessings – we will lend to others in need, not borrow – and not only will we be blessed but our children will be blessed as well!!!  Hallelujah!!!
The final thing that we are going to look at that a shepherd does is that he:

· protects his sheep, he fights for them against their enemies.  I need to give you an analogy to help you understand what this means.  Remember in the initial text we read in the Gospel of John, Jesus not only referred to Himself as the Good Shepherd but also as the Door of the sheep.  In the natural when the sheep were kept out in the hill country over night, they were kept in ravines surrounded by several rocky walls.  Naturally, the opening into these ravines had no door at all.  The shepherd himself literally became the door, for during the night he would simply lie across the opening.  The sheep could get out only by going over him, and the enemies of the sheep could get in to the sheep only by going through him.  Access in or out was only through the shepherd!
Has a bell started to ring in your spirit yet?  Remember the final thing that we are talking about with the shepherd is that he protects his sheep and he fights the enemy that tries to attack them.  (comments on natural shepherd laying across the entrance.)  The enemy could not attack the sheep unless he went THROUGH the shepherd.  This shows that Satan and his demons cannot do anything to hurt and destroy us unless he goes through Jesus.  And Jesus has already defeated them!  How?  Remember when Jesus said that He was the Good Shepherd.  He said that the Good Shepherd gave His life for His sheep.  Jesus not only fights for us now – but He died for us then!!!  We have the victory - Because Satan is a defeated foe.  Remember the final words of Jesus that we read in John.  “No man takes my life from me I have the power to lay it down and I have the power to take it up again.”  (comments – H. S.)

Jesus is again asking you, ‘who do you say that I am?’  You answer can now include all of the above!!!  But you can only answer that way if you have come to the point in your heart and your mind whereby you have made Jesus your LORD and your Savior!!  Have you?
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