THE SON OF MAN

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 16:13-17

This morning we are going to talk about Jesus!  That might sound kind of strange to you because you may be thinking ‘don’t we always talk about Jesus.’  And of course the answer is ‘yes.’  But for the past months we have centered on God the Holy Spirit, and the power that is available to us through Him.  We have talked about God the Father, and the various names that describe His nature/character.  We have seen many of the promises that belong to us simply because of who God’s Names depict Him to be.  But, now, we are going to center on Jesus, exactly who He is and what His coming into this earth realm means to each one of us.  In the Scripture text that we just read, Jesus asked that age old question, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?”
It is important that each of us know personally for ourselves the answer to that question.  Your answer to that question will determine where you spend eternity; whether in heaven or in hell.  I want you to notice how Jesus refers to Himself in this question.  He calls Himself the Son of man.  Now, that sounds like a very strange way to describe oneself, the son of man.  Aren’t all of us sons & daughters of man, or sons and daughters of humankind?  The reasons that Jesus called Himself that can be partially explained in Peter’s response, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”  Jesus called Himself the Son of man because He wanted to impress upon us that He was God in ‘human’ flesh.  He wanted to show them and us that, He had come into this world as a man.  But that He was more than just the Son of man, He was also the Son of God!

Why is that important to know?  It is important because you need to know that God was so concerned about the fall of the human race that He had created, that He chose to wrap Himself up in human flesh to come into this world to experience what it meant to live as a human being.  He came into this world to face the same trials and tribulations that many of us face.  He came into this world as the Son of man, the second Adam, so that He could be tempted and tried by the devil.  He came into this world to bear the punishment of our sins and to ultimately die in our place so that we could have eternal life.
Can you see the magnitude of God’s love for us?  Can you see how totally and completely God loves you?  Can you see the grace and mercy that He extends to us each and every day?  Jesus is telling His disciples, “I am the Son of man, I was born through a virgin’s womb, but I am still Holy God.  I am still in search of a people who will go by my Name and who will live the Holy life that I have called them to.  The sacrifice that I made on the cross demands that you live holy because I am holy!”  This morning some of you who are in church may not have been here for a while and you need to here this message, God is calling you to holiness!  We have some young people who are being confirmed this morning and they need to here this message that God is calling them to a holy life, and they (and us) are to shine as a light in this world.
Remember, if you have been saved, you belong to God.  As a member of the church, you need to know how much Christ loves the church as well as what He expects from each of us.   Turn to Ephesians 5:25-27  “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.  That He might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  Scripture tells us that Christ loves the church so much that He gave Himself up for her (that includes you).  Jesus sacrificed his life for a purpose—to sanctify and cleanse us.
Someone may be thinking, ‘but Pastor, I struggle with living a holy life.’  You need to remember 2 Cor. 5:17 “if any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation, old things are passed away.  Behold all things become new.”  The old sinful nature has died and now you have a new nature, the nature of Almighty God Himself!  You need to know that your sanctification, your holiness was a singular work accomplished by Christ on the cross.  But it is also an ongoing process accomplished by God through the power of the Holy Spirit living in you.  Turn to II Cor. 3:18  “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  (comments – H.S.)
Once you give your life to Christ, God start reflecting ‘out’ of your life and the closer you get to God through prayer, Bible study and fellowshipping, the more of His image will be reflected  in you.  You are being changed into His image, from glory to glory!  You say, “Pastor, that sounds so wonderful.  It sounds so wonderful that God is changing me from the inside out so that His glory will be reflected in me.  But, Pastor, I sometimes have a problem believing that because of all the sinful things I have done in my life.”  My response to you is that the answer to that statement is wrapped out and tied up in Jesus.  And in what He did for you and me on Calvary.
I want you to look at someone in the Bible who felt, perhaps, like you do.  Turn to Isaiah 6:3-7  “And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.  (Remember we were talking about God’s glory shining from our lives)  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.  Then said I, Woe is me!  For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:  for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.  Then flew one of the Seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from off the altar.  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”
God revealed Himself to Isaiah.  When Isaiah saw God, he saw Him in all His holiness.  Just getting a glimpse of God holiness made Isaiah cry out as a leper, ‘unclean, unclean.’  Scripture says that Isaiah said “I am a man of unclean lips.”  Or in other words he was saying that the things that he had said out of his mouth defiled him so that he couldn’t stand in the presence of a holy God.  He was saying that he had said hurtful, harmful and ugly things out of his mouth and not only that but he had being hanging around with some people who had done the self-same thing.  (comments – H.S.)
Notice that it is God who takes the initiative in the healing of this man’s heart and soul.  An angel takes a hot coal and places it on Isaiah’s mouth and says “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”  Now try and imagine how Isaiah felt—previously he had felt dirty and desperate.  But now imagine the joy that fills his heart and mind as he experiences God’s forgiveness, redemption, sanctification, and glorification.  My brothers and sisters in Christ, confirmands and friends, this is your position as well if you have repented of your sin and asked Jesus to come into your heart and save you.  You have been forgiven, set free, and now set apart for the Lord Jesus, that you might live for His glory, holy and separate.  This is the calling God has placed on your life!
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