POWER OF RESPECT

PRAYER

Leviticus 19:3  “Each of you must RESPECT his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths.  I am the LORD your God.”

Leviticus 19:32  “Rise in the presence of the aged, show RESPECT for the elderly and revere your God, I am the LORD your God.”

I Peter 2:17  “Show proper RESPECT to everyone:  Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king (President).
I am sure that all of your know by know what God wants to talk to the children about this morning and that is RESPECT!  This seems to be a lost trait in many of our children today.  Every where you go you see children, whether they are boys or girls, being loud and boisterous.  You see or hear them cursing and using foul and demeaning language.  You see them acting hateful and harmful to each other.   You see them disrespecting their parents, teachers, adult leaders.   But not only that - you see them disrespecting themselves and ultimately disrespecting God!
In these three Scripture texts that I have shown you, you see God telling children that they are to respect their parents, respect the elderly and then it becomes totally inclusive.  It says show ‘proper respect to everyone.  Now these things were not just written in the Word of God, but they have been there since the Bible’s conception.
So the question again is - why is it that children, not only the children in the world, but our children, Christian children, church-going children don’t know what it means to respect others?  Why is it that they don’t know what it means to respect themselves!  The first answer that probably comes to your mind is that they are not taught at home.  And those of you who are parents – nine out of ten times – you are probably thinking about how this applies to someone else child and not your own!  Because you think your little ‘darling’ would never be disrespectful to anyone – especially an adult.  But some of you need to take off those rose tinted glasses when it comes to your children.
Why is it that our children don’t know how to show respect?  Why is it that they don’t respect the property of others?   Often, it is because they are not being taught at home.  Some of you maybe thinking – ‘it’s not because I don’t teach my children – it is because they are so influenced by the media.  It is because of what they see on television, if is because of what they see in the movies.  So they are simply emulating what they are seeing.  My question is to you who is it that is allowing them to watch these things?  The answer is the parents!
Of course I know that even if your children just watch the family channels they will see a child disrespecting each other and their parents and it is called humor.  But do you sit down and talk to your children about what they see.  Do you talk to them about whether what they see is respectable/acceptable behavior or not.  Parents, God is holding you responsible and I will show you that in Scripture a little later on.
But not only do our children behave disrespectfully because of what they see at home and what they see on television, but our children act disrespectfully because of how they see their peers acting.  Our children disrespect themselves by the way they dress.  Our young men disrespect themselves by walking around with their pants hanging down.  You say, Pastor, how is that disrespecting themselves?  Because of what it symbolizes.  It is a symbol of being a slave and it is a symbol of being a prisoner!  (comments – H.S.)
Our young girls disrespect themselves by the way they dress.  And let me let you know that if you advertise, you are going to find a buyer.  Our young, black boys/men disrespect themselves by continually perpetrating the myth that the only thing that a black man can do is to sell drugs and make babies?  Our young people (and some of the older ones too) disrespect themselves by the music that they listen to.  I can’t understand for the life of me why is it that young ladies will listen to and even buy these degrading records that are calling women ‘ho’s and ‘b’s?’  And then call it entertainment!  They have no respect for themselves!  If you as women would become offended by that trash and you young men would become offended by hearing your mother, sister, or girlfriend referred in such a demeaning manner, and stop buying that trash, they would have to stop making those songs.  If they weren’t making money off of it – they wouldn’t do it.  It’s all about the ‘Benjamin’s!!!’
Our young ladies disrespect themselves by talking to young thugs who use all kind of vulgar language when they talk to them and by standing and talking to some young thug that keeps grabbing his crotch when he is talking to her.  Why do they put up with that?  Because they don’t respect herself anymore than the young man respects himself!!!
Why is it that young girls will continue to perpetrate the lie that they are just sex objects and allow themselves to be used as a sexual toilets over and over again.  Because they don’t respect themselves!!!  And if a person doesn’t respect themselves you can believe they will not show respect to anyone else.  Parents you need to teach your children how to show respect when they are young and make sure it is still be exhibited when they get older.
I think part of the reason parents don’t teach children to respect themselves, others and other people’s property is because in the scheme of life – this teaching seems inconsequential.  Well, let me show you how much God hates it when a child is disrespectful.
2 King 2:23-24  “From there Elisha went up to Bethel.  As he was walking along the road some youth came out of the town and jeered at him.  “Go on up, you baldhead!”   they said.  “Go on up, you baldhead!’  He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the name of the LORD.  Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths.  (comments – H. S. disrespecting a prophet of God.)
Deut. 21:18-21  “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him. His father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town.  They shall say to the elders, ‘This child of ours is stubborn and rebellious (disrespectful).  He will not obey us.  He is a profligate (glutton) and a drunkard.  Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death.  You must purge the evil from among you.  All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.”  (comments – H.S. – thank God we are in the age of grace!!)
Deut. 27:16  “Cursed is the man who dishonors (disrespects) his father or mother.”  (comments – H.S.)

Are you beginning to get a idea of how important it is to God that you show respect to your parents, to yourself and to other people as well?  Why is that so important to God?  Because God knows that if we allow a spirit of disrespect to enter into our children, into our homes, into our churches – that we will be opening ourselves to demonic oppression!!!  We will be allowing the spirit of rebellion to take over our children.  And God tells us in His Word that rebellion is the same as witchcraft!!!
Notice what God says in Proverbs 19:18  “Discipline you son (child), for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death.”  (comments – H.S.)
Children showing respect to your parents, to others, to yourself and to God is not only a command of God, it is a requirement for you to receive the blessings of God.  Deut. 5:16 “Honor (respect) your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long, and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  (comments – H. S.)  Showing respect means expressing appreciation of your parents’ important role in your lives, the sacrifices they made for you, and many other things they’ve done for you.  Even if you disagree with them, it is honoring to seek their counsel, to include them in the things that are important to you, and to listen when they correct you.  If you neglect this commandment, bitterness and ingratitude can take root and poison your relationships too.
Your future is deeply affected by this commandment, for it includes a promise—that “it may go well with (you) in the land” the Lord is giving you!!!  Listen to instructions that God has for you.  Prov. 4:20-24  “My son/daughter, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words.  Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to a man’s whole boy.  Above all else, GUARD YOUR HEART; for it is the wellspring of life.  Put away perversity (false and dishonest speech) from your mouth; keep corrupt talk (willful and contrary) far from your lips.”  (comments – H.S.)
Respect means to have a willingness to show consideration or appreciation:  polite expressions of consideration or deference; to hold in high esteem.  God wants us to respect one another because after all we were all created in the image of God!  God wants us to respect one another because until we learn to respect one another – we cannot show respect to Him!
Remember, when you gave your life to Christ, no matter where you go and what you are doing you represent Almighty God Himself!!!  And if you walk around acting ugly, being disrespectful to you teachers, church leaders, etc., you are bringing dishonor and shame on the Name of God.  God has so much in store for you, so many blessings.  God has such a beautiful future planned for you – but in you walk around being disrespectful, you are going to be blocking all of your blessings!  Amen!
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