JESUS - ROCK OF OUR SALVATION

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 7:24-27 & I Cor. 10:4  “And did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ.”

This morning we are going to start a new series and that series is going to be on the different names or titles for our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  We have previously done a series on God the Holy Spirit, God the Father and now we are going to be looking at God the Son.  There are so many titles given to Christ in the Scripture.  The most common ones are the Messiah, the Bright and Morning Star, the Man of sorrow, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  But this morning we are going to look at a name that some of you may know Christ by and others may not.  That name is Christ the Rock.
When we think of a rock, we think of something that is sturdy and strong.  We think of something that is suitable to use for building a strong foundation.  In our Scripture text in Matthew, Jesus speaks of a wise man who built his house upon a rock and when the rain descended, and the floods came, and the wind blew, and beat upon that house, it remained standing.  Because it was built upon a rock, it was built upon a strong foundation.  But there was another man who built his house upon sand, and when the rain, flood and strong winds came, the house was destroyed because it was built upon sand.
Most of us can interpret this story very easily.  Our Scripture in Corinthians identified who is the Rock and that is Jesus.  The house in the story represents our lives and all that that entails, i.e., home, family, children, marriage, jobs, etc.  The rain, floods, and wind in the story represents the trials and tribulations that come in our lives.

Sometimes our problems seem to come on us like rain, all of a sudden – drenching us through and through.  Other times they seem like a flood that just threatens to wash every thing away that we have worked for.  Other times they seem like a strong wind blowing us this way and that.  And sometimes our problems come as all three.

The sand represents things that are unstable, unsure, things that are apt to change from day to day.  A perfect example of that would be the financial situation that our nation is in today; gas shortages, financial institutions going bankrupt, job closing, etc.  God is telling us in no uncertain terms that if we build our lives on temporal things, when the cares of life start to pound against us, we will be destroyed.  BUT if we build our lives upon the Rock, who is Christ Jesus, when the winds of adversity blow it will not destroy us!!!  When it is all over, we will still be standing!  Why?  Because Jesus is our Rock and all other ground is sinking sand.  Thank you Jesus!
To give you a clearer understanding of what it means that Jesus is our Rock, Turn to 2 Samuel 22:2-7  “And he said, the LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.  The God of my rock, in him will I trust, he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my savior; thou savest  me from violence.  I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised:  so shall I be saved from mine enemies.  When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; The sorrows of hell compassed me about, the snares of death prevented me; In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God:  and he did here my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.”
Notice these words of David.  David was between a rock and a hard place.  King Saul was trying to kill him and David was running for his life.  Now notice how David got peace and victory in his situation.
· The first thing that he did was to acknowledge who God was and is to him.  He said the Lord is my rock.  I have built my life on Him, I know that He is strong enough to carry my weight and the weight of any problem that I might face in life.

· He acknowledges God as His fortress.  A fortress is a place that you can run into to be protected from your enemy.  It is a place where you can fight your battles from and be protected from the slings and arrows of the enemy.  David it saying that when he is safe in the Lord, who is his fortress, He knows that his deliverance is going to come.  Because not only can he safely hide in the Lord, the Lord will fight his battles for him.
· He calls Jesus his shield, so that when Satan fires his fiery darts at him, he will be protected.  Remember when God tells us in Ephesians 6, that we are to take up the shield of faith with which we can quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one?  This is what David did.  (comments – H.S.)
· He calls Jesus, who is the rock, his horn of salvation.  What does that mean?  When an army is getting ready to go into battle, they sound a horn.  We call it a bugle.  It is a battle cry.  Jesus is our battle cry!  He IS our war cry!  And we know that we will be saved when the battle is over because He is the horn of our salvation!

· David calls God His ‘high tower,’ his refuge, the place where he can go not only to be able to see the enemy approaching from a distance; but a place of safety/refuge.

· David calls God His Savior.  As His Savior and His Lord, David knew that He could depend upon God!
· Then David makes the awesome statement “in him will I trust.”

These are the same things that we must do.  When we are going through a battle, we need to know who Jesus is to us.  We need to know that He is our rock, our fortress, our deliver, etc.  And we need to know that we can trust Him totally and completely!  Remember I told you several sermons ago that trust meant, ‘T-total, R-reliance, U-under, S-stressful, T-times.  Do you think we are under stressful times now?  Then we need to learn that we can trust in the Lord!

· Notice David said, “I will trust in the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies.”  David knew a very important lesson.  He knew that no matter what it was that he was going through.  That God was still worthy to be praised!  (comments – H.S.)  David said in my distress I called on the Lord and He heard my cry!
Now go over to verses 19-21  “They prevented (came upon me) in the day of my calamity; but the Lord was my stay (support). He brought me forth also into a large place:  he delivered me, because he delighted in me.  The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness:  according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.  For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God.”
David is saying that when the enemy attacked him, that he was not defeated because Jesus who is our Rock was his stay.  Jesus who is our Rock, our God was right there with him and supported him.  Notice when the battle was over, what God did.  He brought him into a large, spacious place.  He brought him into the place of abundance, a place of peace and a place of comfort.  Why?  Because God delighted in him!  Wow!!!  What an awesome statement.  It does not say as Psalm 37:4 says – “If we delight in Him, He will give us the desires of our heart.”  But it says that God did all of these things – because God ‘delighted’ in Him.  Oh, that is my heart cry.  That God would delight in me.  Is it yours as well?  Why did God delight in him?  Because his heart was right with God.  Because He did not follow after the world but followed after God!
Jesus is our Rock, He is the Rock of our salvation.  And if we build our lives upon Him, the storms of life WILL come.  But we can have peace in the midst of the storm when we know that God DELIGHTS in us!  Amen!
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