COVENANT – NOAH
PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 22:19-20

Today is Communion Sunday and as such we once again renew the covenant that we have with God.  As we partake of the wine, symbolizing the Blood of Christ, and as we partake of the bread which symbolizes the Body of Christ; we are making the pledge that everything we are, everything that we have and everything we ever hope to be belongs to God.  In turn, in this covenant agreement, God is saying that everything that He has, everything that He is, everything that He has promised belongs to us as believers.  We are a covenant people, and more specifically we are a Blood Covenant people.  It is a covenant that we are to honor and it is a covenant that we are to live by.  But, unfortunately, most Christians do not honor the covenant that they have with God.  The reason why they don’t is because most of us don’t understand what a covenant is.  So many people think of a covenant as a contract in which you can find a ‘loop-hole’ to get out of whenever you want.  But a covenant is much more than a contract.  It is a binding agreement made out of a heart of love and commitment that not even death can nullify!
Because of so many people’s misunderstanding of what a covenant is, we are going to do a study on ‘five’ different covenants in Scripture.   We are also going to look at how binding and beneficial these covenants are for us today.  In our Scripture text we see Jesus instituting what He refers to as a “new testament (covenant) in my blood…”    In order to understand this new covenant that Jesus is establishing, we got to have an understanding of the covenants in the Old Testament.  In the midst of studying the old covenants, we are going to look at how each of them points us to Christ.

Turn in your Bibles to Genesis 6:5-8  “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  Wow!!!  Our God is upset.  He is hurting deep down within His very being!  Scripture says that it ‘repented’ the Lord that He had ever created humankind in the first place.  He was sorry that He had created such a ‘sorry’ people.  And He made a decision that he was going to wipe out the entire earth.  Every living creature, mammal or insect, was to be destroyed.  God was about to release His wrath.  BUT!!!  (I love to read the ‘buts’ in the Bible)  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  (Just as a little side note.  Isn’t it amazing that just one man/woman can move the heart of the Lord?)  (comments – H.S.)
Vs. 11-18  “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  (sounds like today, doesn’t it?)  And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.  And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of:   The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in it a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof, with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.
And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.  But with thee will I establish my COVENANT; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and they sons, and thy wife, and they sons wives with thee.
This is the first time the word covenant is used in the entire Bible.  The word covenant is used 253 times in the Old Testament and 20 times in the New Testament.  Which should show you that everything about our relationship to God is based on a Covenant relationship.  I want you to notice that it is God who is establishing this covenant with Noah.  There are no ‘if you do this, I will do the other.’  There was no ‘if you obey, I will bless you.’  No this covenant is God initiated and it is God’s promising.  This covenant is based solely on God and God alone!  Remember I told you previously that a covenant is a binding agreement made out of a heart of love and commitment that not even death can nullify.  Well, this text proves that statement.  You say, ‘how is that, Pastor?”  Notice what this text says, “I will establish MY covenant…”  The words “my covenant” points to a covenant that already existed, that had already been established (“The Pulpit Commentary,” Vol. 1, p.143).  Note the word established (qum).  The Hebrew word can mean to fulfill, to carry out, to continue, or to keep (Victor Hamilton.  The Book of Genesis, p.316).  God could be saying that He was fulfilling and carrying out His own personal covenant. The covenant already established with humankind.  Now, to what covenant was God referring?  There was only one major covenant existing prior to Noah:  the covenant of the promised seed which had first been given to Adam.
Turn to Genesis 3:15  “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  This is a 
Messianic verse, pointing to our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  In this text the seed of the serpent is Satan.  And the seed of the woman is Jesus.  Satan would strike the seed of the woman’s (Jesus) heal and bruise him (Jesus’ crucifixion).  And the woman’s seed (Jesus) would crush the serpent’s (Satan’s) head and destroy him.  (Through Jesus’ resurrection.)   Amen!!!  Aren’t you glad that we serve a ‘covenant-keeping’ God.
Now remember in our original text God had told Noah that He was going to destroy the entire earth.  I want you to imagine what was going through Noah’s heart and mind.  I want you to imagine the devastation that he was picturing in his mind.  I want you to imagine the fear that had to grip his spirit.  The whole earth was to be destroyed, all life, both human and animal; and it was to happen soon, during his lifetime.  His home, his community, his city, his world—all the earth, his neighbors, his friends, his relatives—all were to be destroyed.  (comments – H.S.)  God knew Noah’s thoughts and emotions and gave him words of comfort and assurance.  “I will now establish my covenant with you…”  This gave Noah hope.  He knew the covenant that God has established with Adam, the covenant of the promised seed.  And now he knew that even though Adam was dead, God was going to still keep the covenant that He had made with him.  That should show you that a covenant made with God and by God cannot be broken, even by death.
God told Noah and his family to build an ark.  To build a vessel that would provide a safe haven for them as they rode out the storm.  (Remember I told you at the beginning of this sermon that we were going to look for Christ in the midst of the old covenants.)  We’ve already seen Him in the covenant of the promised seed.  Let’s see if we can find Christ, or an analogy of Christ in this ark that God tells them to enter into.  God told them to build a ark that was 150 yards long (the length of one and one half football fields), 25 yards wide and 15 yards high.  Notice the great faith of this man, no wonder God said that he found grace in His eyes.  Noah was being asked…

· to believe the unbelievable

· to do the incredible

· to accept God’s Word at face value

· to obey God by standing up for God and His word, no matter the ridicule and mockery of the world.

Back to finding Jesus in this covenant.  Again we have seen Him in the covenant of the promised seed.  Lets now find Him in the ark.  Notice when God gave instructions for the building of it, God says that it was to be “pitched within and without…”  The word for pitch is the same word for atonement.  It means to cover.  The picture is this:

· The pitch sealed the ark and made it secure from the destruction and judgment that was to fall upon the earth.  In this the pitch is a type or picture of Christ.  The blood of Christ seals the believer against the destruction and judgment that every person has to face in the future.  Christ bore the judgment of sin for us;  He paid the atonement—the sacrifice—for our sin.

· Notice there was only ONE door into the ark.  The one door is a picture of the fact that there is only one way to God, only one door that leads to the safety and security of God’s salvation.  That way and that door is our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  “I am the door:  by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture”  (Jn. 10:9)  (comments – H.S.)
· You had to be IN the ark to find safety.  And you have to be IN Jesus to have safety and to ride out the storms of life!  (comments – H.S.)

The second part of the covenant that God made with Noah can be found in:

Gen. 9:12-15  “And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:  And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh…”
The second part of the covenant was that God would never again destroy all the earth with a flood.  And He place a rainbow in the sky to remind us of that covenant.  And thank God, God is a covenant-keeping God!!!  Does the covenant that God made to Noah still effect and benefit us today?  The answer is a resounding, YES!
· We can have assurance that the earth will never again be judged and destroyed by a universal flood nor by any other worldwide disaster.  Natural disasters will happen on a local basis.  But a universal flood—a worldwide natural disaster—will never again wipe out every living soul upon earth, not until the end time, the final judgment of the earth.

· We have assurance that the promised seed has come.  Jesus is the Savior of the world.  Jesus will do for us what He did for Noah:  save us both now and eternally, save us from sin and death.  But, just as a drowning man has to call out and then reach UP for someone to save him, so we have to call out and reach up for the Lord.  We have to take the hand of the Savior and follow Him in order to be saved.  We are not automatically save.  We choose whether or not to let Him save us.  But praise God, because God is a covenant keeping God, we can rest assure that when we call, He will be right there to save and deliver us.
In our text in Luke, Jesus told His disciples that a new testament (covenant) was He establishing in His blood.  In order to understand the new, which we will study in detail later, we have got to understand the old covenants that God has made with humankind.  God wants you to understand exactly what a covenant is and how binding it is because God wants you and me to honor our covenant with Him.  And He wants us to start living as a covenant-keeping people.  Amen!
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