WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM – 9/9/07

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE:  Matt. 16:13-16

This morning as we continue in our series on answering the “Inescapable Question” the Lord is going to take us to another point that will help us answer this question accurately.  Now prayerfully you remember from last week that the ultimate answer to the “Inescapable Question” – which is ‘who do you say that I Am;’ is that Jesus IS the Christ the Son of the Living God.  I told you last week that the word “Christ” means the ‘Anointed One.’
God has laid on my heart to try and give you a better understanding of what it means that Jesus is the ‘Anointed One’ of God.  And how our knowledge of this can enhance our Christian walk.  Last week God showed us that Jesus being the ‘Anointed One’ meant that Jesus is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  Now if you were not here last week you 
need to get that tape so that God can give you additional revelation wisdom and knowledge.  And if you can’t get the tape at this time – check out our web-site.
This morning God would have us to look at John 14:6 to help us answer that question – ‘Who do you say that I am?’  Turn to John 14:6  “Jesus saith unto him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”   Most of you in here this morning know this Scripture by heart.  And you know that Jesus is letting us know that His being the Christ, His being the Messiah, His being the Anointed One of God means that He is the way and the ONLY way to the Father.  (comments – H..S.)
When I prayed last week and asked God where to take us in this series – He let me know since we already preached on Jesus being the Light, that it was just natural that the next step would be in teaching on Jesus being ‘the Way.’  Because you have to have light in order to be able to see the way!  So lets examine this Scripture text point by point and see what additional revelation, wisdom and knowledge we can receive.
Jesus said, I am the:

( Way – We know this means that through Jesus – we have access to the Father.  But what else does it mean when Scripture says that Jesus is the way.  Turn to Roman 5:2  “By whom also we have access by faith into this GRACE wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  Jesus being the way means that He is the WAY that we can enter into the GRACE of God.
Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ can you see how important it is to know exactly who Jesus is?  Can you see how it benefits us to know what Jesus being the ‘Anointed One’ is all about.  It is through Jesus that we can enter into God’s grace.  And my soul says hallelujah!  Because I know what the grace of God has done for me.  I know what it means to live in the midst of God’s grace – in a place where God has done for me what I couldn’t do for myself.  And it can be the same for each and every one of you here this morning.  (comments – H.S)
Turn to Eph. 3:12  “In whom (Christ)  we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of Him.”  I like the way the “Message” Bible puts it ‘ When we trust in him, (Jesus) we’re free to say whatever needs to be said, bold to go wherever we need to go.!  This is saying – when we trust in Jesus as the “Way” – God will give us holy boldness.  Where He will show us WHAT to say, WHEN to say it, and HOW to say it.  And as the astronauts said it when they went into outer space.  We will have boldness ‘to go where no man has ever gone.’  Jesus will show us the way!!!  I like the way that our old ancestors use to say it.  Not only will He show us the way – but He will MAKE A WAY for us when there is NO WAY!  Hallelujah!  And when the way He makes for us seems too difficult to cross  - He will become that ‘bridge’ through which we can cross over! He will become like that song we use to sing “Bridge Over Troubled Waters.”   Hallelujah!  (comments – H.S.)
Not only does Jesus say that He is the way, but He also says that He is the:

· Truth.  What does that mean?  I remember in John 18:38 when Jesus stood before Pilate and Pilate asked Him the question “What is truth?”  Today people ask the same question and they have come up with the answer that ‘truth is relative.’  Which means that they are saying ‘it depends on who you are talking to as to what truth is.’  They say that there is no absolute truth.
But my brothers and sisters in Christ – God wants us to know this morning is that Jesus it truth – wrapped up in human flesh.  Turn to John 8:32  “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  Truth is a ‘bondage’ breaker.  Truth will break the chains that bind us.  Truth will give you a liberty and freedom that some of us have not yet experienced.  And that truth is Christ Jesus!

Since Jesus is the truth He will reveal to us exactly what is on the inside of us.  Notice I did not say that He will reveal to you what is on the inside of someone else.  He will show YOU to YOU and sometimes that is not a beautiful picture.  We may look all pretty or handsome on the outside – but we can be ugly on the inside.  Remember how Jesus described some people of His day, He said they were ‘ full of dead men’s bones.”
Knowing that Jesus is the Anointed One means knowing that Jesus is the truth.  And once you EXPERIENCE Jesus (and that is different from knowing Jesus with you head) you will experience a freedom that you never had before.
Notice the third thing that Jesus said  that His being the Anointed One meant.  He says  that He is the ‘LIFE.’  We have already briefly looked at His saying that He is the Way, and the Truth.  Notice before each of these descriptions of Himself – Jesus used the ‘little’ word ‘the’ that hold a gigantic meaning.  Jesus says I am THE way, THE truth, and THE life.  Notice He does not say ‘I am A way, A truth, A life.’  Which would mean that He was One of many.  (comments – H.S.)
Again what did Jesus mean when He said that He is the “Life.”  God will give us three illustrations to show us what that means.
Turn to John 10:10  “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:  I am come that they might have LIFE, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  Jesus is ABUNDANT LIFE!!!  (comments – H.S.)

Turn to John 11:25  “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, an the life:  he that believeth in me, though he were dead (spiritual or physical death), yet shall he live.  Jesus is RESURRECTION LIFE!!!  (comments – H.S.)
Turn to I John 5:12  “He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  Jesus is the ONLY SOURCE OF LIFE!!!   (comments – H.S.)   Again this is talking about spiritual life and physical life.  You say ‘Pastor, how can this be talking about physical life.  I know a lot of people and they are alive and they don’t believe in Jesus.”  What you need to know is that there are a lot of people who are alive but they don’t have life.  It’s like that old saying that a house doesn’t make a home.  (comments – H.S.)
People are living apart from Jesus but they don’t have life.  They don’t have peace.  They don’t have contentment.  They don’t have love, not the kind that last forever!  This can only be found in Christ Jesus!!!  Hallelujah!!!  When you are asked the ‘inescapable question’ – ‘who do you say that I am?’  You have to know that this question shouts out a choice:  Whom will you serve, give your life to, depend upon”  Rebellious, self-willed, sinful people want to retain the right to decide themselves what way they will take.  Jesus denies this option.  Because He says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but through Him!!”
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