CHURCH OF LAODICEA – Part I

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rev. 3:14-16

This morning we are continuing in our series to the “seven churches in the book of Revelation.” Because of the importance of this letter, the sermon on the Laodicea will be in two parts. This letter to the church of Laodicea is the only letter that God does not have anything good to say to the people. It is the only church that God does not commend for anything at all. You know its pretty sad when even God Himself has nothing good to say about you! So the question could be asked, why? What was wrong with this church? The answer can be summed up in one word – they were “lukewarm.”

Now it is amazing to me when God started these letters off. He started with the church of Ephesus, the “loveless” church. And He ends with the church of the Laodiceans, the “lukewarm” church. That in itself should give you a clue as to what God expects from us as believers. He expects us to love Him, to serve Him out of a heart of passion. He wants us to be passionate in our service, He wants us to be excited about Him and what He is doing in our lives. And He wants us to have a fervor and a zeal in our worship of Him. You may ask yourself the question, “What do I have to be passionate about?” “What do I have to excited about?” You don’t know what is going on in my life-you don’t know the trials and tribulations that I am going through. 

And now look what is going on with the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Gas prices are soaring through the roof. I can barely afford to fill up my tank. And we know that the price of gas is going to effect other areas as well, food prices are going to go up because of the cost to fill up the trucks that deliver food to the stores. Our heating cost is going to go up this winter. I can barely afford my BG&E bill now. What is it going to be like this winter, etc? 

Then some of you may be thinking, “What do we have to be excited about? And the answer can be found in vs. 14 …”These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.”
You can be excited because the God that you serve is the Amen! The word “amen” literally means and so be it. It means that all our God has to do is to “speak the Word and it is done.” 

When God created the world, He did so simply by speaking the Word. Remember it says in Genesis that God said, “Let there be light, and there was light.” He said, “Let there be vegetation on the earth, and so it was.” He said, “Let there be all types of fish to fill the oceans and the seas, and there was.” How could God do this? Because He is the Amen! All He has to do is speak it and it is done. Thank you Jesus!

To give you an example of what I mean, turn to Matt 8:5-8, 13 “Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, “Lord my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tomented.” And Jesus said to Him, “I will come and heal Him.” The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but SPEAK THE WORD ONLY, and my servant will be healed.” Vs. 13 “Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.” (comments – H.S.)

We should be excited because the One that we serve can be trusted; He is the Amen! We can stand ON His Word, because He stands BEHIND His Word! Thank you Jesus!

But my brothers and sisters in Christ, not only do we know that Jesus simply “speaks” the Word and it is done, but He has also given us the same right and privilege. You say Pastor what do you mean? Turn to Matt. 17:20  “And Jesus said unto them, “Because of your unbelief; for verily I SAY unto you, It ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall SAY unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove, and NOTHING shall be impossible unto 

you.” (comments – H.S.)

Turn to Luke 17:6 “And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of 

mustard seed, ye might SAY unto the sycamine tree, Be thou picked 

up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey 

you.” (comments – H.S.)

Turn to 2 Cor. 13 “It is written:  “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith WE ALSO believe and therefore speak.” (comments – H. S.) My brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to learn to speak the Word only and stop speaking doubt and unbelief. We need to speak the Word only because we know the One who is the Word. We know the One who is the AMEN! Thank you Jesus!
You ask, “what do you have to be passionate about in your worship?” Because Jesus is the faithful and true witness. PRAISE THE LORD! The word for “witness” here means “martyr.” A martyr is one who dies for what they believe in. And brothers and sisters in Christ, I have something amazing to tell you now. Jesus BELIEVED IN YOU. Jesus BELIEVED IN ME. That is why He was faithful to the very end. You say, Pastor, I thought Jesus believed in the Father. I thought Jesus believed in Himself. And of course, that is true, because everything He did, He did to please the Father And of course, He believed in Himself, because He knew WHO He was and why it was that He had come into this earthly realm. But He also believed in YOU and ME! He believed in us enough that He was willing to die in our place. Thank you Jesus! He believed in us enough that He knew that His death would not be in vain. He believed in us enough that He was willing to stake His life on the fact that One day we would surrender our lives to Him and His control. That is why He can be called the “faithful and true witness, the faithful and true martyr!” This is what we can be passionate about. 

You say what else Pastor? What else should I be excited about? We should be excited because Jesus refers to Himself as the “beginning of the creation of God.” This means that Jesus is the creator of the entire universe. God tells us in John 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” Jesus is the source of all good things, all of the wealth that is in the earth was created by Him. He is the source of all satisfaction, all purpose, meaning, and significance of life. He is the source of life itself, all joy and peace that a persona can experience comes through and from Him. And if He is the creator of all things, than you can rest assured that He will make sure that those who belong to Him has more than enough for what they need. Remember He tells us in John 10:10 “   that I (Jesus) has come so that you may have life and that more abundantly.” Hallelujah!
Now you are beginning to see what you have to be excited about. Now can you begin to see why it plucks God’s nerves when we are lukewarm in our service to Him. Maybe you still don’t understand when Jesus says here that he is the beginning of the creation of God. Maybe you still don’t understand that it is God who is ultimately in control of this earth. So turn to Isiah 40: “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal says the Holy One. Lift your eyes and look to the heavens; Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and might strength, not one of them is missing. (comments – H.S.)

Now are you beginning to see why God says that we should be excited about Him and love and worship Him with a fervor and excitement? It is because of WHO Jesus is and all that entails that made Him tell the church of Laodicea that if they did not repent, He would spit us out of His mouth. Now I know that there is someone here who is not FULLY committed, who is still trying to live with one foot in the world and one foot in the church. But they are trying to “perpetuate a fraud” and say that they could never be called “lukewarm’ because they love the Lord with all their heart.
Well lets look at what God has to say about that in our text in Isaiah. Look at verse 27 “Why do you say, O Jacob (Beechfield Church), and complain, O Israel (any name can go here), My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God?” (comments – H.S.) We can hide what we do from one another, but we can’t hide anything from God. God wants ALL of you, He wants every area to be under His control. He wants you to be FULLY committed to Him. And IF and WHEN you decide to live for the Lord TOTALLY, He will be there for you no matter what it is that you are going through. No matter if it is financial, physical, spiritual, or social – God wants to be there for you. How do I know this? Lets look at the rest of these verses.

Vs. 28-31 “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fail; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and now grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Comments – H.S.)

Beechfield Church – I challenge you not be “lukewarm” in your service for the Lord. Because the benefits of being totally “sold out” for the Lord-far outreaches anything the world can offer. 

Come back next week to hear the rest of this message to the church of Loadicea!
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