GROWING IN YOUR FAITH - 9/17/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Col. 2:6-7  “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”
This sermon is basically for the ones that God is referring to in this Scripture text, i.e., those who have ‘received’ Christ; those who have received Jesus as there Lord and Savior, those who have been saved, born-again, regenerated (whatever word you choose to use).  God is saying that those who have received Christ - must not stop at just being saved but that they are to continue on from there.

He is saying that once you have been saved, that is just the ‘beginning’ of what you are supposed to do.  God is saying that once you have ‘received Christ’ you are to ‘walk’ in Him, rooted and built up in Him, and to be firmly established in your faith.  So, basically, God is saying that once you have been saved you are to ‘build’ up your faith, or you are to make your faith strong in the Lord.  Or in other words you faith is to grow, it is suppose to increase and keep on increasing.

And just as a point of information, there is no one here this morning that has been saved that can say that they don’t have faith.  Because Scripture tells us in Rom. 12:3(b) “…God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”  So the question can be asked - why is having faith so important?  To answer that question let me show you a few Scriptures:

· Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteous from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.”

· Isaiah 7:9  “…If you do not stand firm in your faith you will not stand at all.”

· John 14:12-14  “I tell you the truth, anyone who has FAITH in me WILL DO what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do WHATEVER you ask in my Name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for ANYTHING in my Name, and I will do it.”

So in these three texts we see that God says that the ‘righteous’ (and that’s you if you are a born-again believer) will live by faith.  He says that if you don’t stand firm in your faith you will not stand at all!  God says that if we have faith in Jesus we will be able to do the same things that He has done and even greater things.  And He also says that if we ask ANYTHING in His Name that He will do what we ask!!!!!!!

So the question is - if these things are true (and they have to be true if God said them) why do we see so many Christians living weak, defeated Christian lives?  Why do we see some many Christians sick and broke, living hand to mouth, hand to mouth?  I believe the answer to that question can be found in Scripture.  Turn to Hebrews 4:2  “…but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.”  (comments - H.S.)  Turn to I Tim. 1:18-19  “…so that by following them you may fight the good fight, holding on to FAITH and a good conscience.  Some have rejected these and so have SHIPWRECKED their faith.”  (comments - H.S.)

So the answer to the question as to why many Christians are living weak, defeated Christian lives is because when they have heard the Word of God, they did not combine the Word with their faith.  And what was the result?  They shipwrecked their faith!  (comments - H.S.)  Because of this the Lord has laid on my heart to do a series of sermons on faith, and more precisely, on growing in your faith.

In order to grow in your faith you need to know what or who you are suppose to have faith in.  Now someone may say - ‘oh, Pastor, that’s easy!  We’re suppose to have faith in Jesus!”  And of course I would agree with them.  But there is a little bit more involved in having faith in Jesus than some of you may realize.  Having faith in Jesus involves having faith in His BLOOD!

Turn to Rom. 3:24-25  “And are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through FAITH IN HIS BLOOD…”  (Comments - H.S.)  Remember when I did a sermon not to long ago on the Blood Covenant that God has established with us.  Remember I told you that we are a ‘Blood Covenant’ people.  Remember in Exodus 12:13  “when I see the blood, I will pass over you.”  (comments - H.S.)

Think about how we sing that song - “What Can Wash Away My Sin - Nothing but the BLOOD of Jesus.”  There is POWER in the blood of Jesus.  But if you don’t have any faith in the ‘blood’ that power can never be released in your life!  You say, Pastor, that’s so heathenistic!  That’s so gross - I don’t want to hear or even think about blood!!!  Well, have you ever wondered why God says that we are to have FAITH in the blood of Christ?  

Perhaps if we look at human blood for a moment - it will help you to understand.  So for a moment, let me take you back to elementary school.

Just about everyone knows that we can’t live without blood.  Without blood, our organs can’t get the oxygen and nutrients they need to survive, we couldn’t keep warm or cool off, we couldn’t fight infections, and we couldn’t get rid of our own waste products.  Without enough blood, we’d weaken and die.  So exactly how does blood do these things?  First of all, you need to know that there are three types of blood cells that flow through our bodies: red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.

Red blood cells pick up oxygen in the lungs.  This is called oxygenated blood.  The oxygenated blood travels through the body, releasing oxygen to the tissues.  Then it goes back to the heart and the lungs, where it receives more oxygen and the process is repeated over and over again. The red blood cells are like a highway that travels through the body, releasing its life-giving oxygen to all parts of the body.  Now compare these red blood cells to the blood of Christ.  Just like the red blood cells provide life-sustaining oxygen to the physical body, is the same way that having faith in the blood of Jesus provides life for our spiritual bodies.  Just like the red blood cells are like a highway through the body, is the same way that we have to follow on the highway of Christ.  Matt. 7:13-14  “Enter through the narrow gate for wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  (comments - H.S.)

Every day the body produces new red blood cells to replace those that die or are lost from the body.  In the same way that the faith in the blood of Christ provides ‘new mercies’ for us morning by morning.’  Turn to Lam. 3:22-23  “It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  They are new every morning:  great is thou faithfulness.”  (comments - H.S.)

White blood cells are a key part of the body’s system for defending itself against infection.  They can move in and out of the bloodstream to reach affected tissue.  There are several types of white blood cells.  White blood cells called granulocytes (pronounced:  gran-yuh-low-sytes) and lymphocytes (pronounced:  lim-fuh-sytes) travel along the walls of blood vessels.  They fight germs such as bacteria and viruses and may also attempt to destroy cells that have become infected or have changed into cancer cells.  Certain types of white blood cells produce antibodies, special proteins that recognize foreign materials and help the body destroy or neutralize them.

Now with this thought in mind turn to Rev. 1:5(b)  “…Unto him that loved us, and WASHED us from our sins in his own blood.”  Just like with natural blood the white blood cells flow throughout the body fighting germs and viruses and producing antibodies to destroy or neutralize foreign materials, is the same way that the blood of Jesus flows throughout our bodies CLEANSING us from all sin.  Hallelujah!  Honey, you need to have faith in the cleansing power of the Blood of the Lamb!!!

Thirdly and finally for today’s sermon - there is another type of blood cell in our human bodies.  We have looked at the red blood cells - the highway through the body carrying life-giving oxygen.  We have looked at the white blood cells - the cleansing cells fighting and destroying germs.  Now lets look at the third blood cells and they are called platelets.  They help in the clotting process.

When a blood vessel breaks, platelets gather in the area and help seal off the leak.  Platelets and clotting factors work together to form solid lumps to seal leaks, wounds, cuts and scratches and to prevent bleeding inside and on the surfaces of our bodies.  With this thought in mind Turn to Rev. 12:11(a)  “And they over came him (the enemy) by the BLOOD of the Lamb…”  Remember the platelets seals off leaks in the blood vessels.  If the leak was not stoppable, a person could bleed to death.

Well sometimes we get leaks in our lives.  Leaks in our relationships, leaks in our finances, leaks in our health, etc.  But if you have faith in the blood of Jesus - He will stop up those leaks.  Notice what the Scripture says - we “overcame’ the enemy/devil that caused these leaks through the Blood of the Lamb!  Hallelujah!!!

Now this is the interesting part!  We are still talking about the platelets in the blood.  The process of clotting is like a puzzle with interlocking parts.  When the last part is in place, the clot happens - but if only one piece is missing, the final pieces can’t come together!!!  I believe that there has been a piece missing in our faith growth.  We have talked about faith before, we have confessed faith, etc.  But we have neglected to teach on having FAITH in the BLOOD of the Lamb.  That has been the missing ingredient.  And because we have had that one piece missing in our faith - (the blood) we have not been able to have our faith come together.

That is why I believe that we have not seen the ‘mountain-moving’ faith operating in our lives and in our churches.  We have neglected having faith in the Blood of Christ.  Come back next week as we learn more about ‘Growing in Your Faith!’  Amen!
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