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CHURCH OF LAODICEA – PART II

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE: Rev. 3:14-22

This morning as we come to the conclusion of our series on Jesus’ message to the seven church in the Book of Revelation, we will look at the last church that these letters were addressed to. Prayerfully, you will remember from last week’s sermon that in this letter Jesus referred to Himself as the AMEN, the FAITHFUL, and TRUE WITNESS, and the BEGINNING of the CREATION OF GOD!
In this letter, we are immediately faced with the fact that Jesus has nothing good to say about this church. Therefore, He starts this letter off with a complaint. Jesus tells them that He knows of their “works.” He knows what they are all about.

But the crux of the matter was that no matter what “good” works they professed to be doing for the Lord, in actuality they were neither “cold” against the Lord, or “hot” for Him. Jesus tells them, “I wish they would make the decision and either be cold against me or hot for me.” In essence he is saying “you need to make the decision who it is that you are going to serve, that half stepping for the Lord is just not going to cut it.” Because they were “lukewarm” God warned them that He would “spit” them out of His mouth. Why? Their worship was not from a heart of passion, but they were simply going through the motions because this was what was expected of them!

So the first point that God has us today as a churchis that 99 ½ just won’t do. God doesn’t just want part of your life, He wants ALL of it. God doesn’t want us to serve Him and worship Him out of an obligation, but out of a heart overflowing with love for Him. God doesn’t want us to serve Him because we WANT something from Him, but He wants us to serve Him simply because of WHO He is!!! Because He is God ALL BY HIMSELF!
That there is no other God besides Him! He wants us to be like the disciples who when Jesus was ministering to a crowd of people and He was teaching some doctrines that was hard for them to accept and understand, some of the people left. And Jesus turned to the disciples and said, “are you going to leave also?” And the disciples answered, Lord, to whom shall we go? You (alone) have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy Son of God (John 7:60-69) Thank you Jesus!

Then Jesus goes on to explain in our text in Revelation – why the church of Laodicea had become lukewarm with God. He tells them in Vs. 17 “You say, I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” Jesus says to them in effect, you have lost your love and passion and zeal for me because you have wealth, you have money, you have power, and you no longer think you need God for anyone else! You see, the love that they once had for God had been transferred to the “things’ they had been able to acquire. The trust and faith they once had for God had been transferred to how much money they had in the bank. The time and energy that they once used to serve God and His people had been transferred to making more and more money. These people had forgotten three basic truths about money and riches that God wants to bring to our attention as His second point.
· Truth One:  Turn to Ecclesiastes 5:19 (NIV) “More, when God gives a man (or woman) wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work – this is a gift of God.” This people forgot that what they had been able to acquire was a GIFT from God. They had forgotten that it was God who had given them the POWER to get the wealth in the first place. (comments – H.S.)

· Truth Two:  Turn to Proverbs 23:5 “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.” God wanted these people to realize that they shouldn’t place their faith in money because it can be here today and gone tomorrow. But if they place their faith in HIM, He will ALWAYS be there for them, through good times and bad. Thank you Lord.

· Truth Three:  Turn to I Timothy 6:7 “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”comments – H.S.) Since this is true why would we spend all of our time and energy on making money, trying to acquire things, allowing our money to be God? When in the end, it won’t be able to do a thing for us!

Jesus tells them you think that because you have money and things you are rich. But in actuality you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked! Wow! Oh yes, this church had its full staff and all the programs, but Scripture says that they were wretched. God is talking about the spiritual condition. The church was physically rich, but they were spiritually wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. They felt that they were self-sufficient and were doing works they were pleasing in the sight of God, but they were doing it in their own strength! They were missing out on the greatest thing in the entire world: having the presence of Christ and the power of Christ in their lives. In God’s eyes they were despicable, for they were ignoring and neglecting His Son!! And this is one thing that God the Father will not tolerate, when we ignore and neglect His Son, Jesus the Christ!
But even though the condition of the church was sad, God gives them hope. He tells them “buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”

Notice where Jesus says that we can buy the things that will make us rich. Notice where Jesus says that we can buy the things that will satisfy us deep within our souls. Notice where Jesus says that we can buy the things that will bring us love, joy, peace and happiness! He says to them, “Buy from ME.” That should make us realize that what we need in life to truly satisfy can only be found in Jesus.

Earthly riches cannot buy love, joy, peace, or happiness. Riches cannot keep a person healthy nor keep him alive nor erase emptiness and loneliness in life. But so many people are blinded by worldly wealth and possessions that they ignore the need of spiritual wealth. Jesus said, “buy from me gold.” That means spiritual gold which is the riches of the Spirit. If we are to be spiritually wealthy, we have to come to Christ and secure the wealth He has. Thank you Jesus!

Jesus tells the church what kind of clothing that they need to buy. In some of our churches, people dress to impress. Everyone is looking to see what everyone else is wearing. In the church of Laodicea, people were not accepted unless they were “dress” the right way. But Jesus is letting them know that they are concerned about the wrong clothing. He tells them that they need to come to Him and buy “white clothing.” Jesus is talking about spiritual clothing. He is talking about the people “covering themselves in righteous,” His righteousness! He is saying “you are trying to impress the wrong people by what you are wearing.” He is saying the only person you need to impress is me – ONLY THEN will you be acceptable to me!!

Then He tells them that need to buy some “eye salve” The city of Laodicea was well known for its medical school that concentrated on treating the eyes with a famous eye salve. Christ is telling them that no matter how much they may treat their eyes, they are still blind and in the dark. Why? Because they do not spiritually see the Light of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. They only see themselves, their physical riches, their abilities, their good works, their prosperous church. But they saw little, if any, of Christ Himself. They did not see their need for Him, nor did they see what His presence and power could do for them and their church. They needed to have their eyes healed so that they could see the One who is the Light of the world.

Beechfield Church is calling on us this morning to buy from Him. We need to go to Him to get true riches, spiritual riches of love, joy, peace, happiness, and a sound mind. We need to go to Him to get our “white” clothing. Clothing that every trace of the sin in our lives have been washed away. God wants us to come to Him to get our “eyes” healed, where we can see more and more of our need for Him in our lives. Thank you Jesus!
Next notice what Jesus says, He counsels them to be zealous and to repent. He tells them that He loves them. Even though they were lukewarm and indifferent to Him, even though they were only half-committed to Him, He still loves them. Notice He counsels them to open the door of their heart and to let Him in. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” This symbolizes the standing Christ and the knocking Christ. He stands at the door, which symbolizes His readiness to enter the life of a person.

He is the One who takes the initiative to save us. He is the “pleading” Christ. He knocks and knocks at the door of our heart and he refuses to give up. Christ knocks so much that a person has to either open up or deaden their ears to the knock. Then when we see the “penetrating” Christ, who says, “He who opens the door, I will come in to him.” He will penetrate the life of the person. Not just one particular area, but the entire life of the believer. He will saturate our lives with His presence.
Then we see the companionship of Christ. He says, “I will come into Him and fellowship with Him and He with me.” He is always present with us. He is there to look after and care for us. He is there to strengthen and empower us. He is there to provide our every need. And He is there to fill our lives with love, joy and peace.

When Christ enters our life, He says that “no good thing” would He withhold from those who love Him. Jesus closes this letter with saying to those who overcome, that we will sit upon the throne of Christ and of God. The person who overcomes the lukewarmness and half-hearted commitment to Christ, who repents and turns his life over to Christ, shall rule and reign with Christ forever and ever. We shall rule and kings and queens with Christ throughout all eternity. Amen!
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