POWER IN THE BLOOD - 9/24-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 5:9 “Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be save from God’s wrath through Him!  Heb. 9:22(b)  “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
Last week we started a study on the Blood of Jesus Christ.  Our Scripture text this morning says that we have been justified by His blood.  One of the meanings of the word justify is:  ‘to declare free of blame: ABSOLVE.’(comments - H.S.)   And in order to understand the importance of blood and why God used blood as analogy of what happens to us when we give our life to Christ; and to understand the power that we have through the blood of Jesus - God gave us an example of human blood.

He showed us that just as it is impossible to have physical life without human blood it is also impossible to have a spiritual life without the blood of Christ.  God showed us the importance of blood when He illustrated to us that without human blood we could not get warm, or cool off, we couldn’t get nutrients or fight infections, and we couldn’t get rid of our waste products.  He showed us that without enough blood, we would weaken a die.  (For the complete sermon on that - get last week’s tape.)

But just using these brief items that I just listed for you - let’s examine them and see how they compare to the Blood of Christ.  Because my brothers and sisters in Christ, whether you know it or not, there is POWER - wonder working power - in the Blood of the Lamb!!!  It is through the Blood of Jesus that we can defeat Satan and his demons.  And we must learn to have faith in the Shed Blood of Jesus Christ!!!!

The first analogy that I gave you about human blood is that without it we couldn’t keep warm or cool off.  Now it my way of thinking we can compare being warm or cool to how we feel or our emotions.  And that’s is where the Blood of Jesus is so important.  Why do I say that?  Because Satan likes to play havoc with our emotions and our feelings.  There are so many of us who go by the Name of Christ that run ‘hot’ and ‘cold.’  We allow our circumstances to dictate our feelings. (comments - H.S.)  Because we our allowing circumstances to dictate our feelings - we are a generation of ANGRY people raising a generation of angry children.  God tells us in Proverbs 29:22 “An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot tempered one commits many sins.”  (comments - H.S.)

We need to learn to plead the Blood of Jesus over our circumstances.  When Satan starts trying to get you to give in to your angry or your feelings of self-pity, or confusion, etc., you need to remind him that he has been defeated by the Blood of the Lamb and he no longer has any authority over your life.  Turn to Rev. 1:5(b)  “…To Him who loves us and has FREED us from our sins by His blood. And has made us a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever!”  (comments - H.S.)  It is through the Power of the Blood of Christ that we are saved and set free.

And Jesus shed His Blood JOYFULLY!  How do I know that?  Because Heb. 12:12  “…who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross…”  (comments - H.S.)  Jesus joyfully shed His Blood so that we could live free from the power of Satan and so that we could live a life of joy and peace.  How do I know this?  Turn to Psalms 16:11  “Thou wilt shew me the path of life:  in thy presence is FULLNESS of JOY; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”  (comments - H.S.)

The second thing that I told you about human blood was that through it we are able to give our bodies nutrients and to fight infections that may attack us in our physical bodies.  You say, ‘okay, Pastor, how do these two things relate to the Blood of Christ?’  Well, I am glad you asked that question.

Turn to John 6:53-56  “Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.  Now before you get all bent out of shape - Jesus is not talking about some cannibalistic ritual!!

When Jesus is talking about eating his flesh and drinking his blood he is using this as a drastic analogy of what it means to partake of Him.  Eating and drinking means to receive, accept, partake, assimilate to absorb and to make part of yourself.  A person is to actually receive and partake of Christ in the closest and most intimate and nourishing way as one who eat and drink physical food.  The word for “eat” (trogon) means to eat eagerly, to grasp at chunks, to eat with pleasure.  It is the picture of hungering after Christ and eagerly wanting to feed and feast on Him.  Receiving from this nourishment:  abundant and nourishing life, the conquest of death, and resurrection at the last days.  (comments - H.S.)

Now lets go back again to our look at human blood - we just saw how the human blood providing nutrients to the body can be applied to the Blood of Christ.  But I also told you that human blood fight infections that attack our bodies.  Well, faith in the shed Blood of Jesus will do the same thing.  You must realize that the infections and diseases that attack our bodies are demonic attacks.  Remember Isaiah 53:5  “By His stripes we are healed.”  So what stripes is this talking about?  It is talking about the stripes of flesh that were ripped open on Jesus’ body-shedding His Blood, when He was savagely beaten for your sin and mine!  So this verse can be paraphrased “By His shed blood we are healed.”  Are you beginning to see now why you need to have faith in His blood?

When Satan tries to attack you with sickness and disease - start pleading the blood over your body.  And remind Satan that God has you covered in His blood and “no weapon that is formed against you will prosper!!!’

Lastly - I told you that without human blood - we would not be able to eliminate the waste products from our body.  Now any thinking person knows that eliminating the waste products from our system means to ‘cleanse’ our systems.  The old folks you to call it purging.  I remember when I was a child - on a regular basis - Mom would line all of us children up and give us a dose of castor-oil.  Because she would say that we need to cleanse our system.  I know if one of us got a ‘fever-blister’ out came the castor-oil because the blister was supposed to mean that we needed a laxative.  So without human blood this would be impossible.

How does this apply to the Blood of Jesus?  Turn to Rev. 7:13-17  “Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”  I answered, “Sir, you know,”  And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation, they have washed their robes and made them white in the BLOOD OF THE LAMB.  Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple, and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  Never again will they hunger, never again will they thirst.  The sun will not bet upon them, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, he will lead them to springs of living water.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  WOW!!!!!!

All of this because of the shed blood of the Lamb.  But remember we are comparing it will human blood cleansing/purging our system.  This Scripture in Revelations shows that we are washed in the Blood of the Lamb - we are cleansed inside and out through the Blood of Jesus!  (comments - H.S.)  There is power, power, wonder working power, in the Blood of the Lamb.  Build up you faith in the Blood of Jesus and use it when Satan tries to attack you and your family!!!  Amen!
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