FELLOWSHIP OF THE UNASHAMED - 9/3/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Job 1:5  “When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them (his children) purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.

3 John 4  “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”

This week millions of our children have walked into an arena that Satan is trying to make into enemy territory.  You say “Pastor, what do you mean by that?”  I mean that they have returned to our public schools.  Why would I say that Satan is trying to turn our public schools into enemy territory?  Because, unfortunately, many of the things that they will learn there will be things that are contrary to the Word of God.

But not only that - the pressure that will be exerted on them by their peers - will be placed there by the enemy.  As soon as they entered into their schools - the pressure was on.  All they could hear or talk about was who did what or who during the summer.  How many ‘chicken-heads’ or ‘thugs’ they had been with.  Who got pregnant during the summer?  Who got locked-up for drugs?  Who experimented with drugs for the first time? Who got shot that they knew?  Who had committed suicide?  Who was just plain ‘sick & tired of their parents telling them what to do and how glad that they be to get out on their own, etc.”

The pressure is on - Satan was there to meet them at the door and ultimately to try and destroy their lives.  Now there may be some of you who are thinking, ‘well, that makes me glad that my children don’t attend public school.  They go to private school, Catholic school, or a Christian School,’ but even with that some of the things that will influence them will be ‘suspect’ to say the least.

Even in ‘so-called’ Christian schools our children will be faced with many and diverse temptations.  I talked with my daughter-in-law this week and my granddaughter went to a quote-unquote ‘Christian’ College last year; she told me that homosexuality was openly acceptable there.

Even in Christian schools the children come home with the same openly defiant attitudes.  And they face many of the same temptations that our children do in regular public schools.  Some one here may be thinking, well, “this sermon is not for me because I don’t have any children in school.”  And my answer is ‘do you know any children, do you have grandchildren, nieces, nephews, children in your church, etc.  If you do this sermon is for you!!!!

The question can be asked, “well, what can we do?  Our children have to go to school.  They have to be socialized with society.  So what can we do?”  Do you remember the prayer of Jesus when He prayed before His crucifixion?  He prayed for His disciples as well as for us?  Do you remember, that He prayed in John 17:15  “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.”  (comments - H.S.)

My brothers and sisters in Christ, parents, grandparents, foster parents, etc., we need to pray and pray hard for our children.  Because Satan is trying to destroy them, not only by stealing their life, but by stealing their joy, stealing their self-esteem, stealing their purpose for being!  He is trying to kill the ‘light’ that is in their eyes.  Look at the eyes of some of our young people.  They look so listless and empty.  Satan is stealing the joy of their youth from them!

To give you an idea of what I mean by praying for them - look back at our text in Job 1:5(b)  “Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.”  THIS WAS JOB’S REGULAR CUSTOM.”  (comments - H.S.)  Job was a man that loved the Lord.  Scripture says that he was blameless and upright, he feared God and shunned evil.  Now when we normally think about Job we think about all of his problems.  But what we don’t normally think about is the fact that he was a family man, his family was his number two priority.

We know that he was an extremely wealthy and successful man.  But his wealth and his success was not most important in his life.  His relationship with God was number one and his relationship with his family was his number two priority.  Job knew what a lot of people need to know today and that is “No amount of success can compensate for failure at home!!!!!!!!”  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!  (comments - H.S.)

I heard a minister say on t.v. that there had been a study done by Harvard or Yale University and it showed that fathers spend an average of 45 seconds a day TALKING to their children!  (comments - H.S. - not yelling at them telling them that they are stupid, not lecturing them, not telling them what to do.  But TALKING TO THEM - communicating with them.  There is no communication if the other person does not respond or understand what is being said.)

You say, ‘how do I know that Job was a family man?’  Because Scripture says that 

EVERYDAY (remember Scripture says that this was his regular custom) he arose EARLY in the morning - went to his altar and prayed and offered sacrifice for his children.  (explain animal sacrifices - sacrificed animal for each of his ten children - calling each by name, not knowing what each day would bring)  Can you imagine the effect that this had on his children - knowing that he was offering a sacrifice and praying for them daily?

When was the last time your children heard you praying to God for them - calling them by name?  (comments - H.S.)  By his action Job was teaching them the importance of starting each day off with the Lord.  He was teaching them the necessity of offering a sacrifice unto God.  (comments - H.S.)  He was teaching them the importance of communing & fellowshipping with God.  He was teaching them the importance of putting God in the midst of the situations of the day rather than waiting until a problem arose and then calling on God for help!  Thank you Jesus!

The Scripture that we read in 3 John 4  “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth,” was a reality to Job - THIS was his hearts desire!  My brothers and sisters in Christ, this is what we need to be doing for our children - praying for them daily, calling them by name, and offering sacrifices unto the Lord for them.  You say, ‘Pastor, I understand praying for them daily and calling them by name - but how do I offer a sacrifice unto the Lord for them.  We don’t do animal sacrifices any longer.”  Yes, that's true!  But there are three sacrifices that God still wants us to make today.

Turn to Psalm 51:17  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  (comments - H.S.)  Heb. 13:15-16  “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to share with other for with such sacrifices God is pleased!”  (comments - H.S.)

Remember Job’s children knew that he was offering these sacrifices for them.  They saw 

him do it because it was his DAILY practice.  In the same way - your children need to see you offering these three sacrifices to God.  The sacrifice of:

· a broken and contrite heart for your sin and for theirs.  (Letting them see that when they sin and do wrong - it breaks your heart and the heart of God.)

· praise - the fruit of your lips.  (Praising and thanking God for them and what they mean in your life.)
· doing good and sharing with others.  (Not only being concerned about your children but other people’s children as well.)
When you do these things - you will be building a hedge of protection around your children.  You will be instilling in them faith in God - a faith that can carry them through whatever temptations that Satan may through at them.

Turn to Jer. 5:26  “Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait like men who snare birds and like those who set traps to catch men.  Like cages full of birds, their houses are full of deceit; they have become rich and powerful.”  Our children need to be taught they there are some wicked people in the world who are trying to catch them like birds in a cage.  They deceive the young people because they are rich and powerful.  They make the young people think that this is the ‘good’ life, this is living ‘large.’ But they are liars from the pit of hell!

How do I know this Turn to Isaiah 28:15  “You boast, “We have entered into a covenant with death, with the grave we have made an agreement.  When overwhelming scourge sweeps by, it cannot touch us, for we have made a lie our refuge and falsehood our hiding place.  (comments - H.S.)

· covenant with death - made an agree with the grave.  Satan is the author of death.)

· overwhelming scourge sweeps by (aids, drug addiction, sexual deviants, disease - Satan’s greatest lie, ‘it won’t happen to me.’)

· made lie their refuge and their hiding place! (Wow!)

But God tells us in His Word that their end will be destruction!  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  So many of our children are driven by fear - a fear of not being accepted.  A fear of not being good enough.  A fear that that will not ever be able to accomplish anything in life.  So many of our children know that when they are in a certain situation - that God wants them to walk away.  They may think that doing what they friends are enticing them to do is just innocent fun.  But then they see what their friends have gotten involved in is nothing but an act of senseless destruction.  They could have left when things began getting out of hand, but didn’t because they wanted their friends to think they were cool.  So they stayed and participated.  What has happened?  They had become a slave to their need for approval.  In spite of what God had told them, they choose to please someone else.

Author Joy Dawson defines this fear of other people as “being more impressed with man’s reaction that with God’s reaction.”  This fear can cause our young people to compromise their convictions and keep them from saying ‘no’ to their peers or to those in authority who entice them to do evil.  But it also keeps them from saying ‘yes’ to God and stepping out in faith.  We need to remember what God says in Proverbs 29:25  “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.”  Thank you Jesus!

We need to show by our life style and teach our young people that they don’t have to be afraid to let anyone know that they are a Christian.  And that they will not participate in sinful acts or believe the lies of the devil no matter how it is ‘couched’ in our educational system today.  You need to teach your children to be proud of being part of the family of God.  To be proud that Jesus is your Lord and your Savior.  And for Jesus you’ll live and for Jesus you’ll die.  You need to teach your children that when they go to school or go through life that they may be approached to join a gang, or perhaps a group that will draw them away form the Lord rather than closer!

You need to teach them that they should stand with both feet square on the ground and to let these people know who are trying to entice them, that the only group that they are interested in joining is the FELLOWSHIP OF THE UNASHAMED.  Teach them to say and have the following as part of their life:

Fellowship of the Unashamed!
The die has been cast.  The decision has been made.  I have stepped over the

line.  I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still.

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and my future is in God’s

hands.  I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, small

planning, the bare minimum, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed

visions, mundane talking, frivolous living, selfish giving, and dwarfed goals.

I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, 

applause, or popularity.  I don’t have to be right, first, the best,

recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded.  I now live by faith.  I lean

on Christ’s presence.  I love with patience, live by prayer, and labor

with the power of God’s grace.

My face is set.  My gait is fast, my goal is heaven.  My road is narrow, 

my way is rough, my companions are few, My Guide is reliable, and my

mission is clear.

I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back,

deluded, or delayed.  I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice,

hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the

enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of

mediocrity.

I won’t give up, shut up, let up or slow up until I have stayed up,

stored up, prayed up, paid up, and spoken up for the cause of Christ.  I

I speak out until all know, and work until He stops me.

And when He returns for His own, He will have no difficulty recognizing 

me.  My banner is clear:  I am a part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed.

(author unknown)

Thank you Jesus!
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